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PREFACE

Training as a physician requires attention not only to knowledge and patient care, but also to lifelong learning and scholarship, 

an important factor when considering the skills of a physician. 

The mission of Vakıf University (BVU) is to train health professionals and scientists with innovative education models, using 

modern science and technology, in the light of the values of our civilization; to conduct research that produces real results as 

products and services; to provide high quality and accessible healthcare services while improving the health level of our society. 

Therefore, in 2014, Bezmialem Vakıf University and Johns Hopkins University (JHU) agreed on a curriculum development 

collaboration that includes the implementation of JHU’s Scientific Concentration Module. It also serves as a potential model 

for translation into other medical curricula outside of the United States.

The overall course goals and objectives that  include 6 modules are similar to the Johns Hopkins’ program. In September of 

the first year of the program, which actually covers the 4th year of Bezmiâlem medical students, there is a compulsory course 

orientation that provides an overview of the course objectives and process. Students are asked to start thinking about their 

academic interests. From 1th to 6th module, students choose a mentor, develop a research question, review the literature, 

apply to the ethics committee, collect and analyse the data, write an abstract and present their projects to BVU scientific 

committee. Each student presents their scholarly project at the end of two years at Medical Student Research Symposium in 

March.

This Bezmialem Science Supplement is dedicated to these presentations selected by the faculty of the Academic concentration 

module for oral or poster presentation. Each abstract has been peer-reviewed by the BVU and JHU faculty, and we are all 

proud to have successfully completed the seventh course. 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to our collaborators at JHU and my dedicated faculty here at BVU, as well as to my 

students, scientists of the near future.

Rümeyza Kazancıoğlu, MD
Bezmialem Vakif University

Rector
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